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String art / pin and thread art / hammer and nail art

Session plan

This activity involves the children hammering nails into a small square of wood in a set pattern, and then winding thread, twine or string around the nails to create patterns.
Learning Outcomes

· Children will create an attractive piece of art.
· Children will use hammers and nails safely.

Age range and Group Size

Yrs 3-6
Max group size
16 
Time required:

60 minutes  

Safety Guidance

· Children should be instructed in safe use of hammers.
· Working with hammers and nails needs to be done individually to avoid people hammering each others fingertips
Equipment

· Wooden blocks – one per child.  These are previously cut to size by Centre staff.
· Hammers

· Nails

· String / Thread / twine

· Templates 

· Seating mats (optional)

Accessibility

Mobility: 
No issues, though this activity requires quite fine motor skills.

Vision: 
Difficult for completely visually impaired students.  Bigger models could be created for children who find the size of the standard templates too small. 
Hearing:  
No issues
Session plan

Children can either all follow the same template – based on the course theme or a topic perhaps, or could be given a choice of templates from which to choose.
PTO

Introduction
1. Show some examples of finished designs.
2. Demonstrate hammer technique – if children hold the nails with fingers facing upwards, they are less likely to bash their fingers with a hammer.

3. Children each handed wooden block, hammer and template.  Pots of nails to be shared one between two or 3.
4. Children work on solid wooden benches in gazebo, or on floor inside buildings (to keep noise down).

5. Children stick template to block with pin or tape.

6. Get hammering – try to make sure that nails secure, vertical and that approximately 1cm of each nail is protruding from the wooden block.
7. Once all nails are in place children can take a piece of string (they should take a piece of string and try experimenting as to the pattern they wish to make.  

8. Children may need assistance tying their first knot, and then tying off tightly at the end.

9. Write names in pencil on the back of the blocks.
KS2 National Curriculum Linked Objectives:  

Art and design:

1b: Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in their work

1c: Collect visual and other information to help them develop their ideas.

Design and technology:

2: Working with tools, equipment, materials and components to make quality products.
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