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Using your sketches of houses and homes (Part 1),  
you are going to make your very own house front in clay (Part 2).  

  
Learning Outcomes 

∝ Children to have made own clay tile, showing features of houses seen in Burwell.  
∝ Children to have sketched a selection of features from the front of houses.  
∝ Children to have learnt a variety of techniques related to using clay.  

 
Age range and Group Size 
Yr 2-6 (Limited by room size) 

Time required 
1 – 1.5 hrs (Part 1)   1hr – 1.5hr (Part 2)  

 
Safety Guidance 
Children to use clay and tools appropriately.  
 
Equipment 
Leader needs:    Children need: 
Drawings produced by children in Part 1 Clay, tools, hessian mat, drawings, aprons, water 

(one container between 4), rolling pin (1 between 2) 
and batten  

Resources as listed above 
Clay – One bag of new clay to about 14 children. Using the bread knife to cut the clay up for 
the children and ensuring it is always placed out of reach, for example on the windowsill. 
It’s worth cutting the clay up and letting it stand uncovered for a while in cooler months, in the 
warmer months it is worth leaving the clay until the last possible moment! 
 
Accessibility 
Mobility:   None, though ensure Children able to gain access to room safely.  
Vision & Hearing:   None, consider 1:1 support to help with learning techniques or position 

closer to adult leading activity.  
 
Prior learning 
Need to complete Part 1 – drawings of buildings (could complete on site using Burwell House if 
time is limited).  
 

Session plan 
Preparation 
Part 1: White sheet, pencil and clipboard  
Part 2: Lay out resources and divide clay into 1 ball per child. Ensure clay will stay moist.  
Big block of tables covered with sheets or hessian mats with space for teacher at one end. 
 

Clay Tiles 
Session Plan  
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Introduction 
Part 1: Brief children on safety walking around village, specifically crossing roads. Give one 
clipboard (with sheet) & pencil per pupil. Demonstrate how to fold the paper to give four 
boxes which are then labelled windows, doors, walls and roofs. 
 
 
Activity 
Part 1: Children will use the houses in the village of Burwell to study the different features and 
to produce sketches for reference when designing their own clay tile in part 2. The route taken 
will depend on the amount of time allocated – a short route is outlined below:  
 
 
 

Directions Stopping Point Features 

 Burwell House front 
door 

Sketch door and porch – children get 
the idea of drawing just part of the 
building.   

Left out of back gate clunch in our wall draw small section 

 cottage across the road 
with junction of Toyse 
Lane 

Pantiles, windows and door 

 look behind to see row 
of terraced cottages 

chimneys 

Left along Toyse Lane  More examples of clunch as you 
walk 

 house on the corner Burwell White front and clunch 
sides, lintels above door and 
windows 

 On the other side of 
North Street 

Windows, slate, patterned ‘top’ to 
the roof, Nice roses around too! 

Left along North Street. 
Keep on the same side 
of the road.  

Victorian house is on 
this side of the road 
opposite a cottage with 
a thatched roof and 
porch 

Door frame, thatch, porch, building 
ties in the shape of letters, on end of 
terrace opposite. 

Cross over the road and 
walk past the Anchor 

recently thatched 
cottage 

Thatch, pattern of sedge top, 
‘squirrel’ 

Back to the North Street 
gate. 

  

NB If time is very limited groups can re-enter Burwell House via the white gate – it would need 
to be unlocked before commencing the walk. 
 
A longer route could include buildings such as the Jubilee Reading Room, Jail, Blacksmiths, 
The Forge, houses on the way towards Burwell House white gates. 
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Children should draw approximately 3 examples of different styles of window, door, brick 
work, roof and chimney. Drawings should be quick line sketches, capturing details that will 
help them to remember what they have seen. 
 
Ensure drawings are collected in and divided into the groups that the children will complete 
the clay activity in.  
 
Part 2  
Intro:  Show tile. Before starting to make tile we are going to practice using the clay. Taking a 
good handful size of clay show Children how to:   

∝ make a variety of simple shapes, e.g., sphere, pyramid, cone (that has to be able 
to stand on one end), cube 

∝ roll clay to an even thickness (about 1.5cm thick) 
∝ Practise mark making using different tools and end of batten  
∝ Practise attaching one piece of clay to another (score marks where overlap will 

occur, add some water and press two pieces together. As clay dries the two 
pieces will stick) 

Allow children time to practise each skill before introducing the next.  
 
Children then put these skills into practise to create their own clay tile. Depending on the age 
of the children, this can be done in stages where each step can be demonstrated to the whole 
group and then completed step by step, or children can complete the clay tile at their own 
pace and the techniques can be demonstrated again where necessary.  
 
Making the Tile: Give out drawings, Children to review different parts of buildings. Decide on 
how they would like their Burwell Building to look.  
 

1. Roll clay into a ball.  
2. Use rolling pin to flatten to an even thickness, about 1.5cm thick and approx 10cm 

across in diameter.  
3. Score rectangle into clay using as much of clay as possible. Score roof – divides 

rectangle into 2 parts, one will form the roof (smaller) and one the brick / front part of 
the house (larger). This may be done by an adult, if Children are younger / need 
support.  

4. Cut out 2 parts of the rectangle.  
5. Join 2 parts of rectangle together using process practised in the Intro part.  
6. Design and decorate house, thinking about roof type (thatch / tiles), walls (bricks / 

clunch) and windows (lead, shape), chimney.  
7. Children to score their initials (first and surname) into the back of the tile.  
8. Place on side to dry.  
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Plenary  
If time, review:  

∝ Hands up if you used a Burwell House feature on your clay tile? Can Children 
name that feature (using appropriate vocab)?  

Tell the person sitting next to you:  

∝ Did your clay tile come out as you planned? What did you have to change? Why?  
Feedback from one or two pairs if time. Person A feeding back on answers / 
thoughts of Person B and vice versa.  

 
 
National Curriculum Linked Objectives:   
 

Art and Design – KS2 

• Children will produce a creative piece of work, exploring their ideas and recording their 
experiences  

• This session will contribute to the work children do in school and will help them to 
become proficient in sculpture using clay design techniques 

• It will also contribute to children improving their mastery of art and design techniques in 
sculpture and use of clay. 

 


