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The Green Man – session plan 
 
The Green Man is part of ancient British Folklore. In this session children will use clay to design 
and make a face of a man or woman either surrounded by or made from leaves.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
• To make a clay model 
• To practise the techniques involved in clay modelling 
• To learn what Green men are and be able to recognise them in different places 
• To have an understanding of different materials, textures and shapes that can be used to 

create a sculpture. 
  
Age range 
6+ (School years 2+)  
 
Group Size 
Up to 20 in a group. 
 
Time required 
Up to 1 hour including the introduction. 
 
 
 

Safety Guidance 
Care should be taken when cutting the clay  
 
Equipment 
Clay box (including hessian mats, rollers and 
cutting tools), laminated pictures of green 
men examples. 
 
Prior learning 
None required.   

Accessibility 
Mobility: No issues, apart from if collecting materials from the garden 
Vision:  This will be a difficult activity for someone with severe visual impairment.  
Hearing: No issues. 
Other:  No issues 
 
Background 
A Green Man is a sculpture, drawing or other representation of a face surrounded by or made 
from leaves. Branches or vines may be seen protruding from an open mouth, and occasionally, 
foliage is seen coming out of the nose and eyes (as tears).  
 
He is believed to be a God of the woodlands and trees, and is thought to have rain making 
powers! The Green Man is also a legendary pagan deity, where he represents a symbol of 
rebirth, due to the cycle of growth being reborn each year. 
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The face can be found on churches, chapels, abbeys, cathedrals and gravestones, in addition to 
being a popular name for British pubs. Examples on buildings can be found to date from the 
11th century right through to the 20th century, where the face can be seen on any surface 
open to decoration. There are over 2000 Green men images in England alone, whilst the 
following can be found in Cambridgeshire 
 
Cambridge: Kings college, Pembroke College, Sedgwick Geology Museum, University Press 
Ely: The cathedral, Steeplegate Isleham: St Andrew’s Landbeach: All Saints 
Leverington: St Leonard   Tydd St Giles: The parish church Over: St Mary  
Peterborough: The cathedral, St John the Baptist Swavesey: St Andrew 
 
Set up/Preparation 
One central table is required, with the chairs spaced out along the outside. Newspaper should 
be placed on the table. 
Each place requires an A5 sheet of blank paper and a pencil. The Hessian mats and pre-
prepared fist sized lump of clay should be to one side of the room. The leaf cutters, cutting 
knives and rolling pins should be in containers in the middle of the table.  
 
Introduction (15 mins) 
1) Introduce the Green Man, using the laminated pictures as visual representation. The 

children can describe what they see in the faces. 
2) The children must design their own green man/lady face, using the pictures to help them, 

by drawing it first on a blank sheet of paper. At this stage there could be a discussion on 
expressions and what the face might want to show the viewer. eg-sad, happy, angry, etc, 
and why they’ve chosen that expression. 

 
Activity (40 mins) 
3)  Hand out the hessian mats and pre-prepared lumps of clay. 
4)  Before starting on moulding their green man, the children can begin by practicing different 

styles and techniques to represent foliage, using both their hands and the tools available. 
For examples please see the additional sheet on clay techniques. 

5)  Once ready, the children can begin to mould their Green Man, using the techniques and 
styles they have just discovered. 

 
Plenary   
The plenary can involve a brief discussion on what kind of faces the children carved and why.  
 
National Curriculum Linked Objectives:  
Art and Design – KS2 

• Children will produce a creative piece of work, exploring their ideas and recording their 
experiences  

• This session will contribute to the work children do in school and will help them to become 
proficient in sculpture and clay design techniques 

• It will also contribute to children improving their mastery of art and design techniques in 
sculpture and use of clay. 
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Appendix – Clay Modelling techniques 
 
Making shapes 
Twist off a good sized handful of clay.  Working very quickly give the children a minute or so to 
make a variety of simple shapes, eg, sphere, pyramid, cone (that has to be able to stand on 
one end), cube. Don’t let the children roll the clay or push the clay into the hessian.  Use a new 
blob of clay for each shape, encourage the children to work very quickly.   
 
Use one or two of the clay shapes and roll them out using the batons to get an even thickness 
to make a clay ‘sketchbook’ The rolled out clay needs to be approximately 10cm diameter.   
 
Making patterns 
Lightly score the surface of the clay, dividing it into 2 sections  
 
1st section; use a clay tool make as many different marks in the clay as possible, use the end, 
side, use a point to make dots, triangles, lines etc.  
 
2nd section; use other objects to put marks onto the clay, use the baton and see how many 
different marks can be made with it.   
 
Joining clay pieces together 
Make a series of ‘sausages’, stick some standing on end like teeth, make a couple of longer 
ones to stick on in shapes, spirals etc. 
 
Using a knife or clay tool scratch the surfaces that are to be joined together.  Use the 
paintbrush to wet both surfaces and gently but firmly press the two together.  If the shape is 
stuck properly then after a few moments it should be difficult to lift it from the clay.  I usually 
go around and check at least something on everybody’s tile to see if it is stuck properly. 


