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Mapwalk – session plan 
 
An introductory mapwork exercise in which children learn and then practice basic map skills of 
Orientation and Location.   
 
Learning Outcomes 
Children will understand how and why to Orientate a Map 
Children will understand how and why to Thumb to locate themselves on a map. 
 
Age range 
School Years 4 – 6  
 

Time required 
Up to ½ hour.  
 

Equipment 
Maps

Safety Guidance 
No hazards beyond general outdoor hazards.    
    
Accessibility 
Mobility :  This is a good activity for wheelchair users.   
Vision :   This is a poor activity for non sighted people.  Larger maps can be produced for 

partially sighted participants. 
Hearing :   No issues. 
 
Prior learning 
None required. 
 
Introducing Orientation 
• Hand out maps (1 each) – ask children to try to work out what it is.  It is a simple map of 

the area of the garden in front of the house. 
• Ask the children to explore this area, trying to figure out what the different features on this 

map are (can be in pairs, threes or individual) 
• After a couple of minutes, bring group back in and ask for feedback.  Most children might 

have identified the trees, bushes, boot scraper, house and speed ramps. 
• Point out to the group that this map purposely has no words on it – so which way round 

should it go?   
• Many children might work out which way round using either the position of the house, the 

large and small trees relative to each other or the position of the boot scrapers.  The 
principal is the same – it doesn’t matter what you use but this basic skill is to look at the 
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surroundings and then line up the map so it ‘matches’ This is called Orientating a map and 
keeping it orientated.  

• Practice orientating the map whilst facing in different directions, and at different points 
around the area.   

• Try walking whilst keeping the map orientated. 
 
Introducing Location 
• Ask the children to consider exactly where they are standing.  What are they next to, what 

are they in between, draw imaginary lines on the map to help work out this precisely. 
• Repeat this in different points around the area. 
• Introduce concept of ‘keeping a finger on the map at the point you are.  Orienteers call this 

‘thumbing’.  Discuss why this is useful. 
• Try walking along whilst doing this. 
 
Plenary  
Discuss the benefits of using these techniques, and how they will be useful in forthcoming 
mapwork activities. 
 
National Curriculum Linked Objectives:   
 
Geography KS2 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• Children will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond their local area 
• They will develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 

locational and place knowledge. 
• Children will build on their knowledge of maps and apply and develop this knowledge in the field 


