	
	Burwell House

Study & Conference Centre
	


[image: image1.jpg]Quality Badge awarded by

Council for
Learning Outside the Classroom




[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]Cambridgeshire

A
AN County Council





Nature Detectives (Food Chains)
Session Plan
An activity in the grounds of Burwell House, or in a nearby Nature Reserve, where children investigate animal evidence.  This can be followed up with discussions and activities based on food chains and webs.

Learning Intentions: 
Children will: 

· explore an area in order to spot animal evidence.

· know various incidental facts about nature.

· be able to use a basic identification key to identify the animals they find.

· discuss different types of evidence left by animals

· understand the concept of a food chain and be able to create a woodland food chain example. 
Age range

School Years 3+ 
Time required

60 – 90 mins 
Safety Guidance

Children should not touch animal faeces.
Set clear boundaries for activity

Usual H & S talk about keeping hands away from mouths and ensure thorough hand washing at the end of the session

NB It’s also important to respect the animals, collecting them carefully and returning them to the place where they were found.

Equipment

Children need:



Other available equipment 

Clipboard and pencil.



Magnifiers

Recording sheet.



Plastic spoons






Bug pots







Animal and Bird pictures







Identification keys







Follow up food chain database sheets







Follow up animal pictures

Accessibility

Mobility : 
The area used can be chosen to cater for all levels of mobility.  

Vision :  
Much of the evidence to be searched for will be visual.

Hearing :  
No issues.

Prior learning
None required, though a general interest in wildlife and nature will be useful.

Introduction

Discuss with children why they are unlikely to actually see very much wildlife when they go on a walk.  Examples they may come up with include:
Animals are Camouflaged


Human Noise



Humans not being camouflaged

Many animals having good sense of smell


Many animals having good sense of hearing

Animals being nocturnal


Animal hibernation



Animal migration

Animals living underground/hidden in nests


Animals being very small

Discuss with children how we know that the animals exist.  What evidence is there?

Examples they come up with will probably fit into 5 categories – 

(1) Droppings


(2) Fur, feathers and skins


(3) Feeding signs


(4) Homes

(5) Noises

Hand out relevant worksheets resources etc.

Outside

The general form outdoors will be to walk around the designated area in a fairly spread-out group, looking out for any creatures and any evidence of creatures.  Children can work with whomever they wish, and are encouraged to fill in the first two columns of their worksheet.  Whilst on this walk, various specific smaller activities can be attempted, depending on the children, the weather and the area being used.

Bug hunting (under logs, in leaf litter, on leaves). Taking care when collecting animals – keeping them in pots to help with identification, then returning them to the place they were found.

Possible smaller activities might be:

· Worm charming (stand in a circle on grass, chanting and stamping – look what happens

· Sound mapping (listening for different bird sounds and assigning each of them a pattern)

The time taken on this will vary greatly due to many factors, but it would be hoped that most children might fill in most of one side of their sheet as a minimum.

Food Chain Activities  

Various follow-up activities are possible:

· Children can utilise the database sheet and look at the ‘what it eats/what eats it’ columns.  Introduce or revise the concepts of food chains and use proper terminology – producer, predator and prey etc.  

· Draw/sketch a food chain using the food chain database/ animal masks / Animal Cards
National Curriculum Links

English 

Spoken:
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers

· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge

· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions

· give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English

· participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates

· gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)

· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others

· select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.

Science

Animals, including humans 

· construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey.
Living Things and their Habitats 

· explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment

· identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other

Critical Skills: Collaboration, Environmental Awareness, Team Working, Empathy, Questioning, Risk Taking, Decision Making, Resilience, Leadership, Divergent Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, Perseverance.  

PSHE

Caring Friendships 

Puts the following into practise; 

· the characteristics of friendships, including mutual respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness, generosity, trust, sharing interests and experiences and support with problems and difficulties. 

· that healthy friendships are positive and welcoming towards others, and do not make others feel lonely or excluded.

Respectful Relationships 

Puts the following into practise; 

· the conventions of courtesy and manners. 

· the importance of self-respect and how this links to their own happiness.

· that in school and in wider society they can expect to be treated with respect by others, and that in turn they should show due respect to others, including those in positions of authority.

· the importance of permission-seeking and giving in relationships with friends, peers and adults.
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