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Batik Bags – session plan

This activity involves the children decorating a cotton bag with hot wax, with a potential focus on the environment/ sustainability, and information on the negative impact of plastic bags.

Learning Outcomes

· Knowledge and method of batik 

· Facts about plastic bag wastage and environmental protection / sustainability. 

Age range and Group Size

Yrs 3-6
Max group size
20 – needs 2 adults present
Time required:

60 - 90 minutes  

Safety Guidance

· Point out the hot wax and explain that there is a sink/Tap/Water if any hot wax should spill from the tjanter. In the event a child has hot wax on them; he/she should run their hand under the water. Ideally the water should be running. 

· Ensure there is adequate ventilation in the room – windows need to be open.

· Ensure the wax doesn’t get too hot – adults to use temperature controls to keep wax at appropriate temperature (maximum 90 degrees).
· The children should remain in their seats until it is their turn to use the wax.

· When called the children must walk carefully up to the waxing table
· Close supervision of the tjanting is required – point out that the gold metal parts get hot and the wooden parts do not. (discussions about conduction of heat possible here)
Equipment

Leader needs:



Children need:
2 wax pots




Aprons

tjanters




A5 blank paper

Wax pellets




Pencils

Dye





Marker pens

Set of paintbrushes



Newspaper

Cotton bags

Plastic squares

Laminated pictures showing the negative impact of plastic bags

Accessibility

Mobility: 
No issues, though this activity requires quite fine motor skills.

Vision: 
Dependant on severity. Visiting TA to help the child closely. 
Hearing:  
Ensure that key safety points are understood.
Prior learning

Children could have researched environmental issues surrounding plastics, or the origins of batik before they arrive at the Centre 
Session Preparation

· Tables should be set up as a block in the middle with table covers and chairs

· Each place requires an apron, a sheet of A5 blank paper, a pencil and access to a marker pen

· The middle of the table has 2 sets of dye colours evenly spaced out with paint brushes in the pots, 
· Cotton bags and plastic squares need to be accessible either at the side of the room or on the front of the main block of tables. 
· The front table (also covered with paper or plastic) contains wax pots, tjanters and paper towels. 

· Wax pellets, laminated pictures and examples are situated to the side.
· There should be an allocated drying area covered with newspaper (enough space for all of their bags)

Introduction

Safety information should be given about the group staying seated at all times and only coming up the wax table when called. The bucket of water can also be pointed out at this stage. The children should also be told to avoid getting dye on their clothing, and to wash their hands after the session.

Batik is a method of decorating material (in this case cotton) with melted wax and ink. It is commonly practiced in Indonesia and Thailand, but also has roots in parts of Africa.  
There are examples of completed bags to give children some ideas and inspiration for the patterns and the colours they might want to use on their own bag.
Activity

1) Children begin by drawing a picture on their piece of paper in pencil. The picture must be simple and take up the whole of the A5 piece of paper.

The following are ideas they might use:
· A tree or plant

· A smiley face

· A big tick

· A fish or animal (that looks happy!)
· A couple of letters or initials

Once complete, children should check their design with an adult.  Common mistakes include designs being too fiddly, too small or not filling the entirety of the page.
2) Once checked, children can go over their design with marker pen.
3) Children should place paper in the cotton bag with plastic square, so that it can be traced with the tjanter. 
4) Upon being called to the wax table (where an adult remains at all times), the bag is placed with the drawing face up, ready to be traced with the tjanter. The adult should demonstrate first, and show the child where to hold the tjanter. Then, with guidance from the adult, the drawing is traced with the tjanter using the melted wax. Once the tracing has been checked (the wax lines should be solid with no gaps), the plastic square can be removed, but the paper left in.

6) Upon return to their place, children can use the inks to fill in the gaps between the wax.  They can mix colours or keep solid single colour blocks – there are examples of various types of colouring available.
7) Once completed, bags (with names written on the handles in pencil) can be placed horizontally on the drying table.  

‘Waiting’ Activity 
During this activity there is inevitably some waiting time.  The laminated photos are worth looking at for children to consider some of the environmental issues surrounding plastic bags.  There are also quizzes available based on these photographs.
Primary National Curriculum Linked Objectives:
Geography: Human and physical
Describe and understand key aspects of:

· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

Design and Technology
· design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design criteria

· generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication technology

· select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing]

· select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics

· evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work

Art & Design KS1 & 2

· to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products

· to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination

· to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]

Critical Skills: Literacy, Collaboration, Imagination, Risk Taking, Decision Making, Resilience, Leadership, Divergent Thinking, Problem Solving, Communication, Patience, Perseverance.  
PSHE

Caring Friendships 

Pupils should know

· the characteristics of friendships, including mutual respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness, generosity, trust, sharing interests and experiences and support with problems and difficulties. 

· that healthy friendships are positive and welcoming towards others, and do not make others feel lonely or excluded.
Respectful Relationships 

Pupils should know
· the conventions of courtesy and manners. 

· the importance of self-respect and how this links to their own happiness. • that in school and in wider society they can expect to be treated with respect by others, and that in turn they should show due respect to others, including those in positions of authority.

· the importance of permission-seeking and giving in relationships with friends, peers and adults.
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